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Welcome to my first Commander’s Corner. After many years of coaxing, I have finally taken the plunge to 
take the helm. It is a great honour and I hope to lead our Squadron on a true course to success. 

As I reported electronically via mail chimp, we have a full complement of Bridge members for the ensuing 
year. We are all working on plans to take us through the future year and beyond. 

Executive Officer Jennifer April Matich and I attended the Seattle Sail & Power Squadron’s (SSAPS) Change 
of Watch to welcome incoming Commander Leslie Kodish and outgoing Commander Matt Lombardi. We 
discussed plans to strengthen our association with our Sister Squadron and to make plans for future joint 
events. 

Officers are currently in the process of updating our Bridge calendar. As soon as we have more specific 
dates, we will send out an event notice via mail chimp, so you can all make your own plans to join in on the 
fun and comradery. 

Executive Officer Jennifer, myself and a number of other Burnaby members attended the Pacific Mainland 
District (PMD) Change of Watch. It was a lot of fun and a lot of information on changes happening at the 
National level. These changes will be affecting all Squadrons. A few to mention are:  the new on-line access 
system; the boating course will be split into two sections; and the development of an on the water training 
course.  These, along with a  number of other initiatives, will make it a busy year. 

On our own front, July 1st, 2015 will have seen our Canada Day cruise to Alderwood Landing in Port Moody 
and the PMD integrated cruise to Snug Cove, Bowen Island on the following weekend. In July and August 
we’ll see an impromptu cruise to Desolation Sound. There are already a number of boats scheduled to de-
part starting July 15th. If you are interested, please contact Bob Douglas, our cruise master for this event.  

The SSAPS Picnic will be on Saturday, July 25th at Lakewood Moorage. Labour Day in September will again 
see our squadron at Snug Cove. You may as well book your slip now. You can always cancel if need be. 

I would be amiss if I did not highlight the presentation of the National Media Outreach Award at the PMD 
Conference. Chief Joe Gatfield presented this to Brent and Sara Morrison. A beaming P/C Betty Ewasiuk 
accepted the award on behalf of her grandchildren. This is a great example of making a difference to our 
community by volunteering your time. Please make an effort to reach out and give a helping hand. It is  
truly rewarding, especially when you are having fun. There are a number of areas that we could use your 
help. Just give me a call and I can direct you on the correct course heading. 

We have a lot on our plate for the next year and plans for subsequent years. Come out and join in on the 
fun! 

My door is always open. Please do not hesitate to give me a call. 

Fair winds and calm seas. Have a safe and glorious summer on or around the water. 

Commander Mike 

Commander’s Corner 
By Commander Michael Matich 

 

SHIVER ME TIMBERS, ME HEARTIES 
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May Cruise to Union Steamship Marina 

May 15-19, 2015 
Article and photographs provided by Val O’Shea 

Six boats attended our first cruise of the 2015 boating season. Again we were on E dock since Coquitlam and 

Norvan Squadrons were on A dock. The downside was the distance to the office and facilities but the upside 

is the view and the lovely walk among other boats to and from said facilities.  

On more than one occasion I had up close and personal viewing of a Great Blue Heron while it hunted for fish 

from the dinghy platform. (Of course no camera in hand!!) The weather was most pleasant as is evident by 

the raccoon tan on my face. Cruise master Darcy O’Shea provided morning coffee and baked goods for the 

cruisers daily. It is so relaxing to sit and chat with our fellow boaters as the day begins. We slowly made plans 

for the activities or non-activities of the day. 

One member and first time cruiser, Gary Love, on ‘The Love Boat’ brought his bicycle and went on a long 

ride every day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Others had to walk for exercise but the walks in the area are cool, beautiful, and serene. The hike up the Dor-

man Point finishes with a gorgeous view out to Passage Island.  

Many members and guests came by to visit over the course of the weekend. We did miss some of our regu-

lars though. Happy Hour, Pot Luck night and a dinner at Doc Morgan’s kept us all well fed as usual. And then 

of course, a beverage or two into the evening. We shared the responsibility of ‘party boat’ amongst the 

attendees, first on Palaran, then on The Love Boat, and finally a more subdued evening on Polaris.  

We all enjoyed each other’s company and it was a good weekend.  

Thanks to Darcy for getting up early to make the coffee and also to everyone who made the trip either by 

boat or ferry. Darcy is happy to hand the reigns of Cruise Master over to P/Cdr Neal Tyldsley for the next 

outing on Labour Day weekend. See you all there!  

The beauty of ferns. Bev Wowchuk and Darcy 

Photographs continued on next page 
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Front to Back: Bev Estock,  Gary Love, Darcy 

O’Shea aboard the Love Boat.   

MAY CRUISE, CONTINUED 

Friday Dock Party 

Group enjoying the day. 

Comfortable chairs, a dog and a child in a PDF.  

What else could  you ask for? Photographs continued on next page 
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MAY CRUISE, CONTINUED 

Meal time! 

The other end of the table! 

A selfie? Val, John and Glen in the back-

ground. 

Olivia, the youngest boater! 
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FALL 2015  

  Course  Start date  Start time  End date 

  Boating Basics Sep 8   1900   Sep 15 

  Boating Essentials* Sep 8   1900   Dec 1 

  VHF   Sep 23   1900   Oct 7 

 

WINTER/SPRING 2016 

  Course  Start date  Start time  End date 

  Boating Basics Jan 12   1900   Jan 19 

  Boating Essentials** Jan 12   1900   Apr 5 

  VHF   Jan 27   1900   Feb 10 

 

 

You can find full details about these courses and others on the National website: https://www.cps-ecp.ca/ 

or use the Boating Courses website: https://www.boatingcourses.ca.  

To register, just go online to either website and press the [Register] button. If you have questions, please 

contact Senior Training Officer Tom  Scottnicki at  sto@burnabysquadron.com or Lorie Murraine, Assistant 

Training Officer, at admin@burnabysquadron.com.  

 

 

 

*Student Graduation and Christmas dinner on December 8th 

**Student Graduation dinner on April 12th 

 

Boating Safety Courses 
Educational Officer Tom Scottnicki 

 

mailto:sto@burnabysquadron.com
mailto:admin@burnabysquadron.com
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2015 Student Cruise 
Photographs provided by Val O’Shea 

Darcy and Brent Tom Scottnicki 

Practicing the Line Toss. Getting set to toss the line. 

Looking toward the clubhouse facility. Maresia in Bedwell Bay 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
By Lorne Reesor 

 

 

As you know, the only revenue to keep the squadron moving along comes from the boating classes. We 

promote our classes with various media; the prime being our lawn signs. We have approximately 50 that are 

strategically placed in high traffic areas around Burnaby. Of the 50 signs, only 4 have found their way  

onto the lawns of our members.  

We believe that more of our 189 members would like to be of assistance here by giving a lawn sign a home 

for about 3 weeks.  

We have new signs this year that are smaller and have more concise wording. We would like to increase the 

number of lawn signs to encourage larger classes. If you live in a reasonably high traffic area, would you al-

low us to place a sign on your lawn or boulevard?  

The signs for the fall class will be installed by our team of volunteers on August 25th and will be taken down 

on September 15th.  

We would very much appreciate your help by allowing a sign to visit for a bit on your lawn. All you have to 

do is email lreesor@shaw.ca or phone Lorne at 604-420-9750 with your permission and address. A quick 

and simple way to help out.  

Thanks a bunch!   

 

This Lawn Sign that would like to be on your lawn. 
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Canada Day was celebrated with a cruise to  

Alderwood Landing, Port Moody, at the home of 

Darlene Wood.  

Invitation went out to come by boat or by land. 

About 30 squadron members and 2 boats took up the 

offer. The boats were: KAMA LUA – Bob Douglas and 

Diane Armstrong and PALARAN – Darcy and Val 

O’Shea.  

There was a good assortment of potluck dishes.  

Conversation was generally about future boating 

trips to be taken this summer. Destinations included 

the Broughton's, Desolation Sound, the Gulf Islands 

and Ray and Denise Lindroos's trip to Alaska 

(currently south of Prince Rupert, BC). Dave 

Holbrook will be doing a one week cruise out of Van-

couver on a family chartered and crewed 85' yacht in 

late August. There was also discussion about interest 

in a trailer boat trip to Pitt Lake and for future 

thought, a trip up the Fraser River to Harrison Lake.  

Word has it that Darcy and Val O'Shea's are official 

retired! They have a full schedule of boating,  

cottage-ing, diving and motorcycling planned into 

the fall.  

Canada Day Cruise 
Article and photography by Bill Grout 
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2015 Canadian Safe Boating Awards 
Reprint from the Burnaby Website. 

 

 

The Canadian Safe Boating Awards (CAS-BAs) are like the Golden Globe awards of safe boating. On Janu-

ary 11th the Canadian Safe Boating Council hosted the annual CASBA gala to recognize the efforts of the 

general public, volunteers, professionals, companies, agencies and organizations that have distinguished 

themselves in the fields of boating safety and environmental stewardship during the 2014 boating season. 

The winners were selected from a host of nominations received from the public at large, covering boating 

safety stories from British Columbia to Quebec. Canadian Power and Sail Squadron members, volunteers 

and safety partners won four awards! Bravo, Zulu, details here: 

Stearns Rescue of the Year: Gavin England, Victoria Power and Sail Squadron.  

Gavin England, is a 13 year old boy who was prawning in BC with his 77 year old grandfather. Their boat sank 

and Gavin, refusing to let his diabetic grandfather give up, started pulling him to shore. After reaching 

shore, Gavin walked over an hour on gravel trails, finding a stick shift truck, (never having driven before) 

drove to get help to save his grandfather.  Accepting the award was Gavin England of Victoria Power and 

Sail Squadron. 

Special Recognition Award for Media Outreach: Brent and Sara Morrison, Burnaby Power and Sail 

Squadron 

Brent and Sara are being recognized for leveraging local television program, Breakfast Television, in July 

2014 to do a spot on boating safety. They solicited the interest of CityTV to create the feature for Break-

fast Television, then developed the content, recruited spokespeople from their squadron and secured the 

vessels needed for on camera presence.  The result was more than eight minutes of compelling boating 

safety information delivered to thousands of Canadians.  

Betty accepts the award at the PMD Change of 

Watch. Pictured from Left to Right: C/C Joseph 

Gatfield, P/C Betty Ewasiuk and D/C Shirley 

Shea.  
Continued on next page 

Photographs provided by Jerry Powers and Steve Erickson 
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SAFE BOATING AWARDS, CONTINUED 

Ontario Power Generation Best Boating Safety Initiative: Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons CPS-ECP 

Emergency Equipment Education and Pyrotechnic Disposal Program An ongoing challenge is what to do 

with expired pyrotechnics (flares). CPS-ECP developed a disposal program and leveraged that activity into 

safe handling courses. The program was rolled out during the summer of 2014 across Canada, almost 10 

thousand flares were collected (some dating back to 1965) and numerous boaters trained. The program is 

expected to continue in future years. Chair of the program, Mike Smith of Windsor Power and Sail Squadron 

accepted the award.  

Marine Industry Award: United States Power Squadron (USPS) and Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons 

(CPS-ECP) The USPS in conjunction with US Coast Guard created a boating simulator to teach boaters dock-

ing, working lines, open water operation and more and provide the opportunity to practice those skills be-

fore getting out on the water. CPS-ECP took the base virtual trainer, modified it for Canadian to be multi lin-

gual (French and Chinese) and are now putting it into training across Canada. USPS Educational Officer Bob 

Brandenstein and CPS Foundation Chair, John Hinksman accepted the award.  

The safety and enjoyment of some 15 million Canadians on our waterways every year is due in large part to 

individuals and organizations like these. Recognizing them is important, and telling their stories will inspire 

others. The Canadian Safe Boating Council (CSBC) is a registered charity, and its members and partners 

from all areas of the marine community include boat and marine product manufacturers, boating education 

organizations, water safety and marine law enforcement sectors. The Council’s goal is to work to ensure that 

the millions of Canadians who head out on the waters in canoes and kayaks, sailboards and sailboats, fishing 

boats, personal watercraft, power boats and cruisers are equipped with the knowledge they need for a safe 

day on the water. 

 

Sailing with the Venturer Scouts 
Rob Anderson and Brent Morrison successfully got the Venturer Scouts out for a day on the water on May 

30th. There were 5 Scouts (aged 14-17) plus their leader on board Rob’s sailboat, Diversion. They enjoyed 

a relatively calm day on the water. Sailing Coal Harbour was hard what with little wind, but everyone had 

fun and learned a lot about sailing. They also had a very thorough tour of the Vic–Maui winner “String 

Theory”. 
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2015 PMD AGM/COW 
 

Friday, May 22nd found Steve Erickson and me (Barbara Erickson) at the Executive Plaza, Coquitlam, site of 
the 2015 Pacific Mainland District (PMD) AGM and Change of Watch.   

It was good to see our Burnaby friends again, as well as some of our PMD friends! We sat in a lovely corner 
table with a good view. Burnaby gave its traditional “North South East West” shout out during the roll call!  

The reports from the squadron commanders are always interesting. Great way to learn new things and hear 
what is happening throughout this district. It was a grand time had by all! 

 

 
               Mike gives his squadron report.  
                 

 

 
 

The Burnaby Table: L to R: Michael and Jenn Matich, Gabriele Flint, Betty Ewasiuk, Norm 

Dyck, Barbara and Steve Erickson and Josie Ross.  
Continued on next page 

Shirley Shea and Joe Gatfield processing in.  
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2015 PMD AGM/COW, CONTINUED 
Photographs provided by Jerry Powers 

Left to Right: C/C Joe Gatfield, Cdr 

Michael Matich, Nancy Powers, 

Jenn Matich and Betty Ewasiuk. 

Above: Newly installed District Commander 

David Magnusson, Sur-Del 

Trouble a-brewing when these three get together! 

Your 2015 District Bridge! 

Exchange of flags!  Dave gets his District 

Commander flag and Shirley gets her  

coveted Past District Commander flag. 
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CPS and D/16: Poulsbo Rendezvous  
Photographs by Steve Erickson 

Once a year, our counterparts in District 16 host a rendezvous at Poulsbo Marina. This year the rendezvous 
was held on 26 – 28 June in glorious weather! 

The Pacific Mainland District members pictured below were present. It was a wonderful weekend full of 
different activities. Friday found everyone enjoying the “Ports of the World” dock party. Squadron members 
decorated their boats and served appetizers (and in some cases drinks) representing their country of choice. 

Our sister squadron, Seattle Sail and Power Squadron, chose to be Freedonia (from the Marx Brothers Duck 
Soup).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bellingham Sail and Power Squadron selected Scotland as their country and served homemade haggis with 
“thin gravy”. Yum!  

Saturday brought the featured event, D/16 Mini SeaSkills. This landmark event for Seattle is held in May and 
consists of multiple seminars given on boats. Seminar topics ranged from boating apps for your iPad to tips 
for first mates to line splicing and knots.  

Dinner of BBQ ribs and chicken completed the evening along with a Silent Auction where Jerry and Nancy 
Powers and Shirley Shea won their bids! There was plenty of time to visit with old friends and make new 
ones. Maybe next year more of us can go down and have fun with our sister squadron! 

Seattle members L to R: Rip Knot, Maggi Mur-

phy, Steve Kodish, Cdr Leslie Kodish, Lita John-

son, Emma Corbilla, Idelle Kodish, Bob Grenier, 

Wendie Berge, Matt Lombardi, Bill Field, Karin 

McLean, Barbara Erickson and Steve Erickson. 

Pictured from Left to Right: Norm Dyck,  

Barbara Erickson, Jerry Powers, Betty Ewasiuk, 

Nancy Powers, Shirley Shea, Carol Blann and 

Mal Blann. 
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Plastic beads now in Canada’s fresh water 

sediment 
Joan Eyolfson Cadham, S Saskatchewan Power and Sail Squadron  

Reprinted with permission. Originally in the Winter 2015 The Port Hole. 

 

They are tiny beads, microbeads, multicoloured, made from the most commonly used plastic, polystyrene. 

They are found extensively in cosmetic products, in facial washes, shower gels, and in tooth paste, where 

they serve as exfoliators, scrubbers and whiteners. The tiny beads have been found in the world’s oceans, 

but more recently, and for the first time, they have been discovered in fresh water, in the sediment of Cana-

da’s St. Lawrence River and Lac St-Francois.  

Scientists have long known that microplastics are contaminating the world’s oceans, but samples have al-

ways been taken from the surface water. More recently, a team of researchers from McGill University and 

the Quebec government dug into the bottom of the St. Lawrence River and Lac St-Francois, and counted 

more than 1,000 microbeads per litre of sediment. To compound the problem, researchers explained that 

they were looking for the larger beads, which means that countless numbers of smaller ones might have 

gone undetected.  

The discovery was almost accidental. The research team was collecting sediment from 10 sites along 320 

kilometers of the St. Lawrence River in order to study an invasive species, the Asian Clam. During this work, 

they noticed that almost all the sediment held the beads. That finding shattered previous understanding 

that, rather than sinking to river and lake bottoms, the plastic beads would be washed out into the oceans.  

The microbeads collect toxins and, therefore, can be a hazard for fish that swallow them. The McGill team 

will now study how much of these toxins are in the food chain.  

Meanwhile, Illinois has banned the sale of cosmetics that contain microbeads. Illinois is the first state to pass 

such a law, which is being called for by Quebec’s Green Party where leaders hope that a few state or provin-

cial bans could lead to a uniform ban across North America. 
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CPS-ECP has acquired a Boating Skills Virtual 

Trainer (BSVT). This is a simulator model jointly 

developed by United States Power Squadrons 

and Virtual Driver Interactive. This unit will allow 

boaters to practice the basics of recreational 

small boat handling. At this time it represents a 

center console single engine runabout type boat.  

The program consists of nine preplanned 

lessons that cover basic manoeuvres and safe 

boating practices: Docking, Slalom Course, 

Crossing/Overtaking other vessels, Departing 

dock, Manoeuvering in Fairways, Pivot Turn, 

Mooring, Emergency Stop, Trim control in throt-

tle, Night manoeuvres with crossing/ overtaking 

lights, and controls to change wind and current 

direction and strength.  

The boat can be driven all over the virtual 

lake which is three miles by four miles. Exercises 

begin at certain points and are designed to be 

instructor-led. Development is continuing to add 

other features in the not too distant future.  

The BSVT embodies high end technology 

featuring three computer screens with a selective 

rotating field of vision close to 360 degrees. It has 

a responsive steering wheel with console switch-

es for horn and navigation lights and a Mercury 

Marine throttle. It reacts to variable settings for 

trim, current and wind. On the dashboard you see 

your compass, tach and speedometer. Students 

may manoeuvre through simulated exercises in a 

virtual environment, without the risks of a real 

boat on the water. The helm seat can be set up 

on a regular desk or conference table.  

This unit is now available for use at Boat 

Shows or any other venues that will attract stu-

dents to take CPS-ECP courses. Contact CPS-ECP 

National Office reservations and availability. CPS

-ECP new era in boating education.  

CPS-ECP new era in boating education 
John Hinksman, SN, CPS Foundation Chair  

Oakville Power and Sail Squadron 

Reprinted with permission. Originally in the Winter 2015 The Port Hole. 

At a boat show near you  

The Boating Skills Virtual Trainer will be on a boat 

show tour this winter for attendees to gain hands-

on experience and learn new manoeuvres, with-

out the risk. Take the helm at the CPS-ECP booth 

during the following shows: 

Toronto International Boat Show, January 10 – 18  

Vancouver International Boat Show, January 21 – 25 

Montreal Boat and Watersports Show, February 5 – 8  

Halifax International Boat Show, February 19 – 22 
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More Burnaby Change of Watch Photographs  

Photographs by Val O’Shea 

The  new Commander, Mike 

Matich and Executive Officer, Jenn 

April Matich.  

Josie and Irv Ross 

The new 2015-2016 Bridge. 

Diane Armstrong and Bob Douglas 
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Scuttlebutt 
Official Newsletter of the  

Burnaby Power and Sail Squadron 

Editor:  Barbara Erickson 

publications@burnabysquadron.com 

Website: 

www.burnabysquadron.com 

Mailing address:   

5560 Moreland Drive 
Burnaby BC  V5G 1Z8 

Join us on                        Follow us on Twitter 

 

 
                                        @Burnabysquadron 

Upcoming Events 

July 25 - Seattle Sail and Power Squadron Picnic at Lakewood Moorage, Seattle, WA 

September 5 to 7 - Burnaby’s Snug Cove Cruise 

October 10 to 12 - Burnaby’s Squamish Cruise 

October 20 to 24 - CPS National AGM at Niagara Falls 

October 23 to 25 - District 16 Council and Conference in Bellevue, WA 

November 11 - Remembrance Day 

November 14 - Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron Crab Feed, Mercer Island, WA 

mailto:publications@burnabysquadron.com

