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Commander’s Corner 
By Commander Michael Matich 

 

TIS THE SEASON TO BE BUSY 

I just can’t believe how the past few months have disappeared!  I guess that’s because the calendar has been 

full.  So full, that it seems like everything happened all at once. 

Executive Officer Jennifer and I went to the National Conference in October and attended many seminars, 

presentations and social events.  It was a real insight into our organization.   One of the most rewarding and 

enlightening aspects was meeting fellow members from across the country and realizing we are all experi-

encing similar concerns and rewards.  Many Squadrons are struggling with falling membership and there 

was a lot of discussion on how we need to promote the benefits of maintaining your membership. 

If you have not already done so, check out our National web site for the many membership rewards availa-

ble.  If you take advantage of only a few of these, it can more than cover the cost of your annual member-

ship.  When promoting CPS to your friends, let them know that along with the safe boating knowledge and 

comradery we offer, a membership in CPS can save them money.  In today’s world, when everyone is so 

busy, we need to engage our members to ensure we make it interesting and fun to be part of our great 

group.  A number of ideas have already been contemplated and discussed, so stay tuned for future mail 

outs.  Any help with our programs will be most appreciated.  Don’t be bashful, just give me a call and we will 

fit you into some fun and rewarding volunteer position.  Even a few hours of help would be great. 

Our fall classes for boating were definitely light on numbers but high on achievement. One of our students 

attained a 100% mark on the boating course and all others brought in very high marks. Kudos to our training 

crew. The students were recognized at our annual Christmas/Student Graduation dinner at Socrates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Graduation and Christmas Party at Socrates.  

Photos  courtesy of  Val  O’Shea. 

Student table. 
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There were 34 people in attendance and all had a great time.  We will be seeing a change in the presentation 

of the old boating class for the spring session.  The course has now been split into two parts.  The first part is 

called, beyond the PCOC and the second part will be Navigation.  We will also be moving the start day so 

that it will commence after the Boat show and will tie in closer to the boating season.  National has also 

changed the rules surrounding eligibility to membership in CPS. The old  requirement to first pass the boat-

ing course has been removed.  As long as you have taken one of our courses, you can now sign up to be a 

member.  An example is the VHF course. Our job is then to sell the benefits of being a member and to en-

courage new members to take more training courses with our organization.  Please spread the word.  

November’s Information night started off with a few technical difficulties due to overhead projection prob-

lems. No fear, Super Secretary Pete saved the day with his faster than speeding bullet moves to come up 

with the equipment for our presentation. The Offshore Dream of sailing the high seas was presented to an 

exuberant crowd who all wanted to pack in their 9 to 5 jobs and sail away to paradise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sister squadron, Seattle, held their annual December party at the Queen City Yacht Club and welcomed 

our Burnaby contingent with open arms.  The theme for the night was ‘Elvis’ and the King even showed up 

and sang some of his favorite tunes. The night before saw some of us attending the annual Bellevue  

Snowflake Lane parade. What a wonderful treat.  There were so many entertainers with my highlight being 

Photos courtesy of Mike Matiach. 

Congratulations to the new graduates! Ray with his life member plaque. 

Glenora Doherty with her book,  

Voyage to the Other Side of Grief. 

Darlene Wood introducing the  guest 

speaker, Glenora Doherty . 

Training Department’s Tom Scottnicki on  
the left and Martin Vine on the right,  
 presenting certificates to new students .  Photos courtesy of Mike Matich and Val O’Shea. 
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the real fake snow falling down throughout the skies. I really encourage you all to think about attending next 

year. It is so worth the trip. Plans are already underway for next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burnaby once again helped with the Christmas Bureau and our members and their friends lent their hands to 

a great cause. This is an example of how you can help even if you only have a few hours of time available.  A 

little help goes a long way. 

The Bridge is working hard to make the coming year a success with tried and true events and some new ide-

as. We hope to hold a joint initiative with Port Moody and Coquitlam Squadrons at Reed Point Marina in the 

spring. This may entail offering free Recreational Vessel Courtesy Checks and possibly some mini Sea Skill 

courses for the public.  If you are interested and/or want to help, please contact PRO Wink. Cruise Master 

Neal is also talking to Seattle Squadron to see if there is interest in a joint cruise and he would like your in-

put. Please give him a call.  

As always, please feel free to contact me with your thought and comments. 

Commander Mike 

Snowflake Lane Princesses and Candy  Cane 

dancer.  

Dinner at Maggiano’s—Family Style 

after Snowflake Lane! 

Above:  Tanya Gurney, Neal Tyldsley & Darlene Wood.  

Right: Christmas present from Burnaby: Penguin Elvis sing-

ing into the mic.  

Photos courtesy of Steve Erickson, Leslie Kodish, Mike Matich 

& Tom Pemberton,  
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SQUADRON EDUCATION OFFICER REPORT 
Tom Scottnicki, Squadron Education Officer 

 

VHF: 
This fall we had 8  students enrolled in our VHF Radio 3 evening course, presented by Bob Douglas and Ray 

Lindroos. All students successfully completed the course. We are in need of assistance in presenting this 

Transport Canada program, as Bob and Ray have been doing the job for quite a few years and would like a 

rest.  Anyone interested should contact me to discuss the instructor requirements. 

Boating Basics (PCOC): 

This fall we had only 2 students enrolled in this Transport Canada two evening course, presented by Martin 

Vine and myself. Both students were successful, and 1 went on to complete our Boating Essentials course as 

well. 

Boating Essentials: 

In common with our sister squadrons, we had a small enrollment in this CPSS 13 week course.  All 4 students 

passed, with 1 receiving a perfect score on the exam.  I would like to thank Betty Ewasiuk, John Churchill-

Browne, Leon Browne, and in particular, Martin Vine for participating in the presentation of the course ma-

terial.  This was the last presentation of this course, as it has now been phased out by National and replaced 

by 2 courses;  Boating 2 (Beyond the PCOC) and Boating 3 (Introduction to Navigation).  Both courses will be 

presented this Spring, with a duration of 6 weeks each. 

Spring, 2016 classes 

In order to try to increase our class size, we are going to delay our Spring classes from immediately after 

New Years to mid-February.  The courses will run after the Vancouver and Seattle Boat Shows, and will end 

just before the start of the boating season.  We will also start later than our sister squadrons, and may re-

ceive referrals for late registrants.  The course schedule will be: 

  Boating Basics    February 16 and 23 

  Boating 2, Beyond the PCOC   March 1 to April 5  

  Boating 3, Introduction to Navigation April 12 to May 17 

  Students’ Cruise    June 4 

  VHF      March 16 to 30. 

 

Please encourage your friends, relatives, fellow boaters, neighbours, and complete strangers to enroll in our 

worthwhile programs.  Enrollment is easily done through the CPS: http://www.cps-ecp.ca/burnaby/ or 

through our own website: http://www.burnabysquadron.com/.  

Best of the season to you all. 
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Wink and Marilyn Hit the High Seas 

Wink and Marilyn Koehler, Skipper and 2nd Mate 

 

One of our dreams was to be able to spend more time on the water, like cruising the Gulf Islands or Desola-

tion Sound. Our boat however, doesn’t lend itself to overnighting, so I had been asking Bill Grout if he knew 

of anyone in the squadron who chartered their boat.  

Bill suggested that he was interested in trying out a RV, so we decided to swap boat for RV. Bill arranged for 

us to meet at his boat to familiarize ourselves with the Maple Leaf. We spent a couple days practicing  

maneuvering with twin screws and docking as well as the functions of all the gear and devices we would 

need. 

September 17 at 1620, we met Bill at Mosquito Creek Marina to load our gear for our on the water adven-

ture. We overnighted at the marina so we could set out the next morning headed for Galiano Passage and 

Thetis Island.  

The next morning we left the dock at 0940, expecting about a 3 ½ hour trip. The winds picked up quite a bit 

and we slowed to about seven knots to make the bumps as comfortable as possible. Wind was from the 

northwest and waves were hitting us on the starboard quarter causing the seas to splash onto the bow and 

windshield. Pretty rough crossing that took until 1530 when we arrived at Clam Bay for an overnight on the 

hook. We had a beautiful evening relaxing and enjoying the sun and scenery ( perhaps a glass of wine as 

well).  

The next morning we decided on Ganges at Saltspring Island and were underway by 1015. Our cruise down 

was smooth and we arrived at the Ganges Marina at 

1230. We had a great day walking around Ganges 

which included shopping for Marilyn, lunch at the Oys-

tercatcher, then ice cream at Harlan’s. Our evening 

consisted of relaxing, wine, and enjoying the live music 

floating across the water from the  

Oystercatcher .  

We left our slip the next day at 1010 and fueled up at 

the Ganges Marina fuel dock. This is when we started 

appreciating the realities of owning a B.O.A.T:  we 

were unable to start the starboard engine. Turns out 

the carburetor decided to fall apart internally so we 

had to move to the side of the dock and wait for a mechanic, who fortunately for us, was working on another 

boat at the same gas dock.  
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Turns out a carburetor and or new parts could be an issue, but our mechanic was determined to get us un-

derway ASAP. Nick (the mechanic), our new best friend, was able to order in kits and found some used parts 

that would get us underway the next day rather than the 3 week estimate to get new parts or carburetor.  

We spent this day and part of the next waiting and wondering if it would actually happen. The next day, 

Thursday, we didn’t see or hear from anyone so a phone call found that the carb was rebuilt and waiting for 

an available mechanic to install it. Installation at around 1245 was quick and we got under way at 1350 with a 

sweet sounding starboard engine and a heading for Active Pass to set us on our way home where we were 

expected for a family dinner at our daughter’s place.  

No sooner had we rounded the south east point of Saltspring, when the port engine started overheating.  

Well, we had one engine running so we decided to keep going. After waiting for a cooler engine, we added 

water and tried again, but after a short period of time, the temp gauge started to move up so we shut down 

again.  

We eventually found that by keeping the RPM’s at 3100 there was no overheating. We were, however, a 

good ¾ of the way home. We arrived at Mosquito Creek at 1900 having had a slow but fairly smooth crossing 

under sunny skies. We actually made it to a late dinner in Coquitlam and returned to the marina around 2300 

where we spent the night. The following day we cleaned up the Maple Leaf and refueled.  

All in all we enjoyed our trip and hope to do more someday, but for a couple of weeks or more. 

 

Member Benefit of belonging to the Burnaby Squadron! 

 

 

 

Steveston Marine & Hardware offers you a 10% discount off all merchandise except sale items!  

Locations in Richmond, Vancouver and Langley. 

 
Visit CPS website at:  http://www.cps-ecp.ca/ and go to Member Benefits for more details! 
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BPSS helps out at the Burnaby Christmas Bureau 

Darcy and Val O’Shea 

 

2015 marks our 11th year of volunteering for the Burnaby Christmas Bureau. 14 able bodies showed up to 

help restock the shelves of the Toy Room.  In past years we have acted as “elves”, guiding  

parents/caregivers in the selection of gifts for their children.  

This year our task was to act as “North Pole” support staff. We arrived to find nearly bare toy shelves but by 

the end of the day the shelves were bursting with brightly coloured toys, exciting games and sporting equip-

ment to fulfill any child’s wishes.  

Guided by Pam, the Christmas Bureau toy manager, we toted toys from the storeroom to the shelves,  

rearranging and stacking to maximize the choices for moms and dads. Our mechanically inclined volunteers 

took care to ensure that all of the donated bicycles were fit for riding on Christmas morning. The brakes 

were adjusted and tires filled on over 100 bikes. We also unloaded a truck filled with new donations.  

Feeling an abundance of Christmas cheer, we gathered later in the afternoon for a snack and beverage at 

our local Pub. It was a wonderful day spent with wonderful friends doing good things for our community. 

 Thank you to all who were able to come out and support the Bureau. 

 

L to R: Iain O’Shea, Stephanie Ditomaso and Brian MacLeod. Toy room shelves. 

Darcy in the bike room. The wonderful volunteers! 
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Upcoming Events for 2016 

January 20 to 24 - Vancouver Boat Show 

January 29 to February 6 - Seattle Boat Show 

March 9 – Burnaby Information night at Confederation Seniors Centre 

April 20 - BPSS AGM at Confederation Seniors Centre 

May 21 to 23 - Victoria Day Cruise to Gibsons 

May 27 to 28 PMD Conference 

Other activities are in the works  so stay tuned 

 Summer cruising 

    Socials 

   New boating class format 

    RVCC integrated Squadron event at Reed Point 
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