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Commander’s Corner 
By Commander Michael Matich 

 

IT’S TIME TO TAKE THE BOAT OUT 

As you read this, spring will be a memory and summer will have arrived; sunny skies, calm seas and gentle 

breezes. Let’s hope that’s the case. 

Burnaby Squadron has had a very active spring and we are ready to relax and enjoy our summer boating 

season. Our core boating courses were light on numbers, but the students were well engaged. I again thank 

outgoing STO Tom Scottnicki for all he has done for our Squadron. VHF Marine radio was lead by Bob 

Douglas and was very well attended. 

Both fall and spring students came to our annual Student Cruise on a glorious sunny weekend. We changed 

things up a bit this year and started the cruise at Darlene Wood’s dock in Port Moody. After the cruise, we 

held our BBQ with Martin Vine graciously providing all the food and manning the grill. Jenn and I extended 

our weekend and were able to enjoy the weather. I even went for a swim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sister Seattle Squadron held their Change of Watch on April 6th.,Jenn and I were honoured to attend to 

see outgoing Commander Leslie Kodish hand over the reins to incoming Commander Lita Johnson. Seattle 

reciprocated when Commander Lita and her Commander’s Aide, Al Keim, attended our Change of Watch on 

 

Cdr Mike taking a swim! 

Signage welcoming the Student Cruise to    

P/Cdr Darlene’s Alderwood Landing 
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May 7th.  We had a great attendance at our COW.  The food was good, the people were great and I hear the 

after party at the Matich residence was also enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster Brent Morrison arranged for our squadron to do a media presentation on CTV’s Breakfast  

Television, which was a lead up to Safe Boating Week.  M&P Mercury lent us a Boston Whaler which had a 

great visual impact and yours truly gave a quick overview on some of the items you need to have on your 

boat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seattle Change of Watch. Farewell and con-

gratulations on a job well done to Cdr Leslie 

Kodish 

Burnaby Change of 

Watch. Cdr Lita Johnson, 

Seattle Squadron, and 

Cdr Mike 

Installation of Burnaby Officers 

Left to right. Grant Drummond and Jenn 

Matich. Behind the scenes for City TV’s 

Breakfast Television safe boating seg-

ment.  

Grant Drummond, M & P Mercury Sales, LTD, who supplied the boat 

for the Breakfast Television spot.   
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XO Jenn and I attended the PMD AGM in the comfort of a nice dry room, while three of our members  

volunteered on safety boats at the Burnaby Lake Seniors Dragon Boat races.  Thank you to Bill Grout, Lorne 

Reesor, and Leon Brown for braving the monsoon rains. 

Burnaby, Coquitlam and Port Moody Squadrons jointly held a safety day at Reed Point Marina on June 4th.  

Through the Recreational Vessel Courtesy Check (RVCC) program about a dozen boats were checked to en-

sure they were in compliance with regulation.  A barrel of expired flares were collected for recycling and fire 

extinguishers were also checked.  These safety days are becoming increasingly popular and it’s a great way 

to get our message out to the boating public. 

Our last official educational event was held from June 16th to June 19th.  Coquitlam and Burnaby Squadrons 

were able to use our new CPS Virtual Trainer at the M&P Mercury Boat Show at the Coquitlam Mall.  We met 

many new boaters and potential boaters.  The simulator was a great tool to invite people to try their hand at 

boating without scratching the gelcoat.  We all gave out our message of encouraging people to take our 

courses so they were safe on the water and could enjoy cruising our beautiful waterways. 

We have been talking to both Royal City and Coquitlam Squadrons about holding joint educational classes 

this coming fall and into the next spring.  It seems many squadrons across the country are having problems 

filling the boating classes.  It seems only logical to come together and offer courses within our geographic 

area.  I have also suggested that we should come together for some of our social activities.  To that effect, I 

have invited them to our Labour Day Cruise at Snug Cove. Cruisemaster Neal Tyldsley has secured a limited 

number of slips for us.  If you are thinking of coming, call Union Steamship Marine immediately, as they can-

not hold spots for very much longer.  You can always cancel if you need to.  

Jenn and I hope to see you out on the water this summer. Have a safe and enjoyable one. 

As always, please feel free to contact me with your thoughts and comments at 

cmdr@burnabysquadron.com.  

2016 Burnaby Change of Watch 
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Bildgewater Bash 

As BPSS is gearing up for the summer boating season, I want to share some fantastic news about recent 

events.  As most of you know I love parties and recently attended The Bilge Water Bash hosted by Vancou-

ver Squadron. This function was so much fun.   I highly recommend to all our members not to miss this  

annual party.  It is nice getting dressy clothes on, meeting at The Royal Vancouver Yacht Club, seeing  

other members of our squadron, and enjoying the company of other squadrons.  I loved chatting with  

fellow boaters discussing cruising destinations for the summer and what social events were being planned 

while making a mental note to myself not to miss any fun events. Some of my favorite conversations were 

hearing about other squadrons’ nods for the Bent Prop Award.  The food was spectacular as usual and the 

beverage of Bildgewater was worthy of 2 glasses which made me dance and sing. The door prizes were 

spectacular and many won by the Burnaby table, including Commander Mike winning the most costly 

item of the evening of sonar with GPS. Yeah! 

Seattle COW 

Another great party at The Queen City Yacht Club — Americans sure do know how to put on a party!  As 

always Burnaby Squadron was welcomed with lots of love.  I cherish seeing Seattle Squadron year after 

year at their COW.  Our sister squadron Seattle is so active. They give me so many ideas for functions like 

socials and planning committees for teaching sea skills.  They had a great year under the leadership of 

Commander Leslie Kodish who accomplished all the goals set for her bridge.  I look forward to next year's 

Seattle COW as it reminds me that when working hard as a team you can accomplish any goals  set.  As 

usual Chef Willie served up the best salmon.  He and his team work so well at getting dinner served and 

have fun doing it.  Kudos to our sister Squadron.  

BPS COW 

Commander Mike and I greatly enjoyed our COW at Little Billy’s.  So much food was provided that many 

to go containers went home with our members who attended and left with full bellies.  Our Bridge was 

pledged in, many with great ideas and let's-get-accomplished attitude.  A huge shout out for our new 

bridge; may we too accomplish our goals. To finish out the night, Mike and I invited everyone to our home 

for an impromptu after party which was well attended and our last guest departed at 0230! What a won-

derful night filled with great food and even better company. Hooray for another great year and jobs well 

done! 

 

 

Executive Officer Report 
By Executive Officer Jenn April Matich 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENTS 
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RVCC at Reed Point 

Mike, Bill Grout and I spent a day boarding boats and providing safety checks and using opportunities to pro-

mote safe boating.  As this was first time experience for Mike and I, we used the buddy system and took our 

time making fair assessments and recommendations.  We had a lovely day and enjoyed collaborating with 

Port Moody and Coquitlam Squadrons to provide Recreational Vessel Courtesy Checks.  Together we passed 

12 boats, 4 of which were completed by Burnaby Squadron!  When there was downtime it was fun manning 

the tent to help get educational material out to the public.  Old flare disposal was a big success as the bin 

was full. It was a fun day and l look forward to more RVCC days and more interactions with other local 

squadrons. 

 

 

M & P Mercury Sales, Ltd 
By Wink Koehler, Public Relations 

 

M&P Mercury Sales Ltd. (one of Burnaby Squadron's sponsors) put on a four day boat show at Coquitlam 

Shopping Centre.  

While doing the boating safety spot on City TV's Breakfast Television Burnaby Squadron Commander Mike 

Matich introduced and discussed the new CPS Boating Virtual Trainer (BVT) with M&P Mercury’s Grant 

Drummond and Brett Anson.  They all agreed that it would be a good idea to have the BVT at the boat show 

to create interest in boating and boating safety.  Several potential boaters, as well as M&P staff and  

Squadron volunteers, tried the trainer and it proved to be a great tool in getting a feel what it is like on the 

water.  Mike and Brett are discussing doing training sessions with M&P on their premises.  The whole event 

was very positive in building relations and creating options for all concerned. 

Thanks to Byron Buie of Fraser Squadron for providing the BVT and our training.  Thanks also to volunteers, 

Commander Lynda Bennett, Gabor Retei of the Coquitlam Squadron  and Luke Qi of Fraser Squadron and 

sales representative for M&P Mercury. 
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Student Cruise 

By CruiseMaster, P/Cdr R. Neal Tyldsley 

 

Our Student Cruise was held on June 5, 2016 under sunny skies and calm conditions. 

Four students took part in the exercise; they were aboard Kama Lua, skippered by Bob Douglas and 

Maresia, skippered by Tom Scottnicki.  According to our judge, John Churchill-Brown, all students did well in 

applying their classroom studies to an on-the-water application. Thank you to the proctors, Werner Knittel 

and Bill Grout. 

This year the event was held at P/Cdr Darlene Wood's residence, aka Alderwood Landing, she opened her 

house, yard and floats to 26 members and guests, who enjoyed burgers, hot dogs and all the fixings after 

the cruise. 

A BIG THANK YOU to Martin Vine who supplied and BBQ'd the food; Martin has done this for many years, 

an awesome guy. 

All in all, it was a fantastic day, oh and yours truly served as “Dock Boy” again. 

Bob Douglas and Darcy O’Shea on Kama Lua Lorraine Rose and Val O’Shea enjoying the day 

Students listening to John Churchill-Brown Students gathering for instructions for the cruise. 
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Member Benefit of belonging to the           
Burnaby Squadron! 

 

Steveston Marine & Hardware is proud to be the preferred online marine retail  
supplier to CPS-ECP members across Canada.  

Steveston is offering an 8% discount to CPS-ECP Members on all online and in-store 
products, excluding sale items. 

For all discounted purchases made by a CPS-ECP member, a 2% rebate shall be re-
turned to the CPS-ECP member’s Squadron. The benefit helps both the member and 
the member’s squadron. 

In order to take advantage of this offer, members will need to register with Steveston 
Marine and provide their member number during registration.  

For more information, please visit CPS website at:   

http://www.cps-ecp.ca/ and go to Member Benefits! 

 

NOTICE FOR UPCOMING CRUISE  

By CruiseMaster, P/Cdr. R. Neal Tyldsley 

 
WHERE: Union Steamship Co. Marina, Snug Cove, Bowen Island 

WHEN: Labour Day Weekend, September 3-5 2016 

This cruise is accessible to all by boat or ferry, plus there are accommodations at or near the marina. I 

have reserved 8 slips, or 275 feet linear, along E dock. So far 2 slips have been booked. When making your 

reservation, state you are with “Burnaby Power Squadron,” to secure a spot.  

Cdr. Mike has invited Coquitlam and Royal City Squadrons to join us, so don’t wait, BOOK NOW! 

The cruise will follow the traditional format: Potluck on Saturday and dinner at the Bowen Pub on Sunday 

(I haven't booked the Pub yet, so if there any suggestions, let me know!) 

Bowen Island provides an ideal setting for a stroll through the orchard or an easy hike to the lake or a bus 

ride around the island, BUT we welcome any and all ideas for new activities.  
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Burnaby Squadron  

Photo Gallery now Open for Business! 
Steve Erickson was asked to be the Photo Editor for Burnaby.  Along with a Photo Editor, we now have a 
new place to view squadron photographs. Check it out at: http://usps-d16.smugmug.com/ 

This is the gallery where Steve displays all the photographs from events for District 16. Burnaby will be one 
of the folders.  The title of each gallery will begin with Canadian Power Squadrons then Burnaby followed by 
the event name and date.  

If you have pictures of events, high resolution please, send them to Steve at steve-erickson@msn.com. For 
further information about this gallery, feel free to contact Steve.  

Randomness  

St. Paddy’s Day celebration! 

Kama Lua departing 

from the Student Cruise 

Site of the Student Cruise 

Jenn relaxing! 

Trainer with Cdr Lynda Bennett behind the wheel, 

Wink Koehler and Byron Buie, Fraser Squadron. 

mailto:steve-erickson@msn.com
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