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Commander’s Corner 
By Commander Michael Matich 

 

FALL IS IN THE AIR 

I hope you all had an enjoyable summer and hopefully some of that was on the water. We do live in a  

fantastic part of the world that offers us the bounties of all the seas that surround us. 

Our Bridge has been working over the summer season to bring various fall and winter activities into place. 

Our joint initiative with Coquitlam and Royal City Squadrons has resulted in our fall classes being presented 

on a united front. We are offering two VHF classes (the first has come and gone with a 100% pass rate) and a 

combined Boating 2 and 3 course that started September 20th.  It was a lot of work to co-ordinate our three 

groups and to set up the on-line information with National.  In the end, we made it happen and future  

activities for the spring classes should go much smoother.  

We invited Coquitlam and Royal City to our Snug Cove Labour Day Weekend Cruise. The weather held out 

and fun was had by all.  Future joint socials are being planned as I write this.  Once these are finalized I will 

send you all an update. 

Our Thanksgiving Cruise to Squamish is just around the corner, if it has not already happened before this 

edition has been released.  Hopefully you all received my update in Cmd. Mike’s Memo to all Members and 

Friends.  You need to let Cruise Master Neal know you are coming in order for this event to happen.  If you 

do not let us know, we run the real risk of having to cancel the event.  This goes for all of our events.  People 

seem to leave it to last minute or just decide to show up.  Event organizers put in a lot of work, so it only 

seems fair to make a commitment to letting them know you are planning on coming out to have some fun.  

Our sister Seattle Squadron also has a number of activities this fall and I will report via my email memo once 

I have all the information.  Do think about their Christmas Party.  It is just fantastic.  

Our National Conference is coming up at the end of October.  We are looking for volunteers to help with  

various activities.  If you have a couple of hours, please give me a call and I will give you the contact  

information.  The National Competitions Committee is looking for submissions.  It appears they are light on  

submissions, so if you have something of interest to send in, you just might be a winner.  Check out the  

details on the link below or the National webpage.  This Conference event is not all business.  There are a lot 

of fun events from the Friday and Saturday evening dinners to day tours and free educational activities. 

Please check it out at www.Vancouver2016.com  

Keep the date of November 25th open.  Barbara Erickson and Jennifer April are working on an evening to 

watch the ponies run at the Fraser Downs Race track.  Details to follow along with other socials and  

information night activities. 

As always, please feel free to contact me at cmdr@burnabysquadron.com with your thoughts and  

comments. 

http://www.vancouver2016.com
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Executive Officer Report 
By Executive Officer Jenn April Matich 

 

 

Update for National Conference 

 

As the Decorations Chair for this year’s National Conference things are coming along well and at this point 

we are meeting weekly.  I have volunteered to decorate and staff the hospitality suite as well as be  

active at the registration desk and the First Timer’s Meet and Greet.  

We are looking for volunteers to provided further support for the Conference.  I will need help to bring in  

decorations and set up the table centre pieces for the Friday and Saturday dinners.  Other committee chairs  

require assistance.  And volunteers are necessary to help with security during the event. 

So if you can give some time in any capacity it is graciously appreciated.  It is also a fun way to earn Merit 

Marks. 
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Vic-Maui 2016 
By Mike Copps 

 

The Vic-Maui International Yacht Club Race is hosted by the Royal Vancouver and Lahaina Yacht Clubs and held 

every two years.  This year — 2016 — was the year Mike Copps was aboard Stringtheory, a 47.7’ Beneteau  

racing cruiser.  This is Mike’s story. 

 

First a bit of background.  My brother Pat lived in Toronto and owned a daysailer that I got to sail when ever I 

was in the area.  In an effort to expand my knowledge I took a class with Cooper Boating which helped me 

with advance cruising — but it was a little short on navigation.  This is where the Burnaby Power Squadron 

came into play.  I took the Basic Boating Course and, with Bill Grout’s mentoring, challenged Advanced  

Piloting (AP) and started taking more classes.  During this time, I was looking after Pat’s boat as he had  

relocated to California.  Since 2000 I’ve been racing in many of the local area races and have done Swiftsure 

four times. 

 

The opportunity to race in the 2016 Vic-Maui came when I met John Mortimer, also a CPS member. John 

was seeking experienced, compatible, and enthusiastic crew members for this year’s race and I was fortu-

nate to be chosen.  

“There are 10 of us on board; three from Alberta, six from B.C. and one from Bellingham, 

Washington. Dave, Don, and Tim are from the Edmonton area, Mort, Gunnar, Mike, Dan,  

Steve, and Brian hail from the Vancouver area and Keturah lives in Bellingham.1 “ 

The navigation course I took certainly helped during this race as we did have to steer by compass at times.  

For racing, we used a product called Expedition Software.  This is tactical and navigational software that  

calculates optimum course and speed.  The Vic-Maui is more of an endurance race and we needed that 

edge.  

 

We divided ourselves into two teams which helped keep us fast and on course. Nothing like friendly  

competition between teams to keep everyone focused and morale up.  The  race did remain the main goal 

though.  We also had a new Boom Brake to help prevent accidental jibes.  This really helped us as there were 

quite a few “almosts” when we were sailing on the edge.  At 144 hours into the race we found we “are in 2nd 

position overall and 1st in our division.”2 

_______________________________________________ 

1String Theory Blog. 96 hours out, http://www.teamstringtheory.com/blog 
2String Theory Blog. 144 hours out, http://www.teamstringtheory.com/blog 
 

http://www.swiftsure.org/
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Most of our racing was done by compass and GPS.  The 

weather not always conducive  — but sometimes the 

moon was out and we were privy to seeing a couple of 

“moonbows”.  Moonbows  — also known as lunar  

rainbows  — are the same as rainbow only with the black 

night background.  

The night shift also saw very high winds of 30-to- 40 knots.  

Twice I hit a boat speed of over 18 knots on one driving 

shift. 3 

 

Stringtheory was stripped of about 5000 lbs of “stuff”, but her propane range, freezer, fridge, cooler of dry 

ice and diesel heat kept things “home-like.”  The part of the race that could have been better was the sleep 

we did not get.  It took us all a while to adjust to the watches and to the constant noise  – so sleep was at a 

premium.  We slept on air mattresses and wedged ourselves between the wall and the canvas “Lee Cloth.”  I 

was three-to-four days into the race when I finally slept for four hours, after that I was good to go.  

 

We were also plagued by Halyard problems.  “All Hands! All Hands!  The call went out at early in the evening 

just after the start of a ten-till-two shift. The spinnaker has blown!” 4   It was our “McGiver” Steve and “Up 

the Mast Five Times” Dave that kept us in the race. 

 

We were always on watch  – six hour shifts began at 06:00 till 12:00, then from 12:00 till 18:00, then a switch 

to four hour shifts from 18:00 till 22:00, 22:00 to 02:00, and the final 02:00 to 06:00.  In all this time we rarely 

saw the other twenty one boats.  With the horizon at 15-to-18 miles from the wave tops most of the time the 

other vessels were only visible on the AIS screen.  

Overall the entire race was an absolutely delightful experience!  The crew got along well and the food was 

excellent.  At the halfway mark  — 1154nm  — “Don’s Halfway Gourmet Cafe” opened up and offered:  

 Dates stuffed with gorgonzola and wrapped in prosciutto; 

 Avocado Soup served chilled; 

 Alberta “AAA” slow roasted tenderloin & prawns d’orleans au gratin potatoes; 

 Sherbert roll & cheese cake squares; 

 All served with red or white wine. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

3 String Theory Blog. 240 hours out, http://www.teamstringtheory.com/blog 
4 String Theory Blog. 264 hours out, http://www.teamstringtheory.com/blog 
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Stringtheory completed the race in a record 12 days, 9 hours, 25 minutes and 8 seconds.  She kept 80 miles 

over the rhumb line.  As Stringtheory crossed the finish line in some 30-to-40 knots of wind, she was  

accompanied by a rainbow and by two dolphins playing across the bow. 

 

We soon learned we had secured first place in our Division.  That’s two Vic-Maui’s and two first place finishes 

— pretty darn good.  We were soon to find out that our crew mate, Gunnar, won the Navigator’s award as 

the best navigator of the race.  Congratulations to Gunnar, it is an award well deserved. 

 

What’s next for me? My brother Pat now has a 36’ Fraser cutter 

rig, full keel named Northern Lights II. The plan is to sail around 

Alaska and through the Northwest Passage with the ultimate 

goal of reaching Nova Scotia in 2019. 
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On a Different Tack 
By Dan Forth 

 

On  March 9, 2016 I attended a Burnaby Power Squadron Information Night.  The theme was South East 

Alaska 2015, “The Missing Summer.”  Long time Burnaby Squadron members, Ray and Denise Lindroos had 

cruised to South East Alaska in 2015 on their 40 foot Ocean Alexander Trawler.   

After five months of preparation they were ready to begin their odyssey on 01 June.  Mother Nature had 

different thoughts.  With winds in Vancouver harbour exceeding 30 knots, the departure was delayed for an-

other day.  On 02 June, Deep Pockets and her crew ventured out of their home port at the Burrard Yacht 

Club in North Vancouver.   

The wind had subsided to 20 knots, but the seas at Cape Roger Curtis were confused and the decision was 

made to spend the night in Gibson’s, a mere twenty nautical miles away.   

This was the first step on their 122 day journey.  They called it the “Missing Summer” as they left Vancouver 

before the beginning of summer and returned on 01 October well after the end of summer.  Also, while B.C. 

was experiencing one of the sunniest and warmest summers on record, Alaska was experiencing the oppo-

site.  Ray believes that Wrangell is a Tlingit word for “the land of non-stop rain.” 

They cruised 1956 nautical miles at an average speed of 7.5 knots.  They had 262 hours on their engines, and 

they consumed 7004 litres (1848 U.S. gallons) of diesel fuel.  In addition to the above they also put 387 nauti-

cal miles on their tender, a 13 foot Boston Whaler.   

Even with all their preparation, their generator died on day number nine of the trip.  Fortunately, they were 

near Port McNeill on Vancouver Island and they were able to find a replacement.  Numerous boat bucks and 

eighteen days later, they were able to untie the dock lines and head north passing Cape Caution.  As Ray al-

ways says, “Fuel is the cheapest thing you ever put in you boat.”   

Once you round Cape Caution the boating world changes.  The number of vessels you see decreases.  You 

are often the only boat in an anchorage.  The ratio of sail boats versus power boats increases in the favour of 

the sail boats and you do see a number of mega yachts.  Ray has discovered a new class of ships that he calls 

Giga Yachts.  On a Giga Yacht, the colour of the helicopter matches the colour of the vessel’s hull.   

On their way north they had numerous encounters with grizzly bears, especially when taking the dog to 

shore. Nothing like hopping back into the dingy just as a bear pokes his head out of the bushes. They also 

encountered famous people, like retired Air Force four star General George Babbitt, who was also the origi-

nal drummer for the 1960’s group “The Venture’s.”  North of Petersburg, icebergs were a navigational haz-

ard, and the smaller ones do not show up on Radar. Humpback whales were a common site.  Ray and Denise 

would shut down the engines and depth sounders and watch the whales swim around their vessel, often 

looking at the eye of the whale.     



Scuttlebutt October 2016 

8 

They cruised up Tracy Arm to view the North Sawyer Glacier.  Tracy Arm is a fjord that has mountains that 

tower 3000 – 4000 feet on either side and the water is over a thousand feet deep.  They watched the North 

Sawyer Glacier calve creating a significant wake in the bay and they managed to use their landing net to 

scoop up “bergie bits” to use for boat drinks while anchored in Tracy Arm Cove.   

They also discovered that this entire coast has numerous abandoned canneries.  In a time before flash freez-

ing and refrigeration, canning was the way to preserve salmon.  Most of the canneries have been lost to fire 

or decay.  The North Pacific Cannery in Prince Rupert is being restored and is a must see.  The remnants of 

the cannery at Butedale on Princess Royal Island is also worthy of a visit.   

Obtaining fuel and provisions was not a problem.  In order to service the large number of commercial fishing 

boats, most harbours have fuel and groceries.  As it must be brought in by barge, it is a bit more expensive, 

but at least they have fuel.   

If you want to see wildlife, amazing scenery, large commercial fishing fleets, and meet some interesting peo-

ple, go and explore South East Alaska.  If you want to save some money in the process go on a cruise ship.   

Ray and Denise will go back to S.E. Alaska in a few years.  They both said it was a true adventure.    

 

Upcoming Cruise 
 

     By Neal Tyldsley, Cruise Master 

 
     Our final cruise for the season is our traditional Thanksgiving Cruise to Squamish YC, October 8—10.  
 
     Our squadron has been celebrating Thanksgiving in Squamish for over 20 years. I think the continued  
     success with this event is that you can attend by sea or land, although the weather can be iffy at this  
     time of year. 
 
     The format remains the same with biking, hiking, walking, and shopping during the day. Everyone  
     brings an appie to the Clubhouse on Saturday. On Sunday, BPS provides a turkey and ham dinner with  
     the fixings, members supply a potluck to go along with the main course. 

 
If we have some P/CDRS attend we will have breakfast on Monday before departure. 
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Labour Day Cruise to Snug Cove 
By Neal Tyldsley, Cruise Master 

Our Labour Day Cruise to Snug Cove on Bowen Island was 

blessed with fairly good weather especially for those who arrived 

by ferry on Sunday for the Bowen Island Pub dinner.   

I counted 21 and we all enjoyed a great meal, fun and fellowship. 

 
This year we extended our invitation to the Coquitlam and Royal 
City Squadrons who attended with 2 vessels and 1 vessel respec-
tively with both squadron CDRS present. 

 
Their were 6 boats in all, our Burnaby boats were Kamalua, Pola-
ris and Maple Leaf, as always they were very generous and gra-
cious hosts. 

 

Thank you to Val O’Shea for providing all the photographs! 

Photos: Bob frying oysters; Dinner; Happy 

hour on the dock; morning coffee with Di’s 

cinnamon buns! 
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Photographs courtesy of Steve Erickson 

SSAPS Summer Picnic 
Saturday July 23, 2016, Lakewood Marina 

 

By P/C Dave Holbrook  

 

The setting was perfect to enjoy the company of others outdoors!  The sunny warm day provided the back 

drop for a superb picnic for 35 members of SSAP and Burnaby PS squadrons (P/C Dave Holbrook, P, P/C Neal 

Tyldsley, P, and P/C Darlene Wood, AP).  In fact, the lake view reminded me of a scene out of the Godfather 

movies  — with the I-90 bridge causeway in the distance, ski boats raising long rooster tails, with some pull-

ing skiers.  Several 40 foot sedan bridge cruisers and sport fishers gracefully added their sheerlines to the 

scenery.  Many boaters were anchored or rafted up in Andrews Bay, with some paddle boarders safely  

wending their way close to shore in front of the gathering.  The milfoil reaper provided the tail end charley to 

the view. 

On the food tables, Willie had prepared his special BBQ’d pork ribs, chicken and baked beans.  After all the 

food was consumed, Leslie moved the action to the games.  Best of show was about judging “dogs”  

(squadron members) responding to commands.  Next was a blind fold game; then a beach ball toss; a bad-

minton game and volley ball.  The most popular game  — according to Steve Erickson’s pictures in Smug 

Mug — show a game of fragile little balls that break up if bounced too hard.  The object was to determine 

who could bounce them the highest without breaking. 

Thanks to all those who by helping, gave back to the boating community: P/C Al Keim, SN, who supplied and 

set up the tables; Maggi Murphy, JN, who did some judging; David Rust, JN, and Janice Reebs, JN, sold some 

Ship’s Store merchandise; Steve Erickson, JN, for the photos; and Chef Willie.  For all the hours of organizing 

and coordinating, a special thanks to P/C Leslie Kodish, P. 
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Member Benefit of belonging to the           
Burnaby Squadron! 

 

Steveston Marine & Hardware is proud to be the preferred online marine retail  
supplier to CPS-ECP members across Canada.  

Steveston is offering an 8% discount to CPS-ECP Members on all online and in-store 
products, excluding sale items. 

For all discounted purchases made by a CPS-ECP member, a 2% rebate shall be re-
turned to the CPS-ECP member’s Squadron. The benefit helps both the member and 
the member’s squadron. 

In order to take advantage of this offer, members will need to register with Steveston 
Marine and provide their member number during registration.  

For more information, please visit CPS website at:   

http://www.cps-ecp.ca/ and go to Member Benefits! 

 
 

AGM Vancouver 2016 
CPS-ECP National Conference  

October 27-30, 2016 
 

Reservations now being accepted!  
Visit http://www.vancouver2016.ca/index.php/en/ to find out more and to REGISTER! 

 Reservations at Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre Hotel 

 Annual CPS-EPS Competitions 

 Tours  

 Agenda 
 

Volunteer opportunities too. Click here to learn more about volunteering.  

mailto:missrnjen@aol.com
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Burnaby Squadron  

Photo Gallery now Open for Business! 
Steve Erickson was asked to be the Photo Editor for Burnaby.  Along with a Photo Editor, we now have a 
new place to view squadron photographs. Check it out at: http://usps-d16.smugmug.com/ 

This is the gallery where Steve displays all the photographs from events for District 16. Burnaby will be one 
of the folders.  The title of each gallery will begin with Canadian Power Squadrons then Burnaby followed by 
the event name and date.  

If you have pictures of events, high resolution please, send them to Steve at steve-erickson@msn.com. For 
further information about this gallery, feel free to contact Steve.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

  

 Friday, November 25, 2016 

 Racing begins at 7pm 

 

Fraser Downs Race Track located in Surrey on the historic  

Cloverdale Fair Grounds. 

Details to follow. 

 

http://usps-d16.smugmug.com/
mailto:steve-erickson@msn.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj07dCG-K_PAhUP32MKHUvFA5kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F265993921717939573%2F&bvm=bv.133700528,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNG8xp_frfhUXMlMLqhJc7MlAFd8xg&
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